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Course Description

This course introduces students to the study of international relations (IR). As a sub-
discipline of Political Science, the IR field is concerned with the interactions of political
actors across national boundaries. We ask important questions about history and contem-
porary global affairs. What are the causes of war? What motivates transnational terror-
ism? How do domestic interest groups influence international trade policy? Do democ-
racies behave differently than authoritarian regimes? Should governments intervene to
protect human rights in other countries? Why are global environmental problems so dif-
ficult to solve? Can international law and organizations help promote successful global
governance? What role do non-governmental actors play in a globalized world? These
are a few examples of the issues addressed by scholars in the study of global politics.

The course begins with an overview of IR as a discipline. We then examine various levels
of analysis and theoretical perspectives on global politicsincluding Realism, Liberalism,
and Constructivismand discuss the key actors in world politics and the nature of foreign
policy decision-making. The second half of the course applies these concepts to such
issues as war and peace, the politics of economic relations, international organizations
and law, sustainability and the environment, and human rights.

Course Goals and Learning Objectives

In this course students will learn about the study of international relations and foreign
policy and will acquire a knowledge base for taking more advanced courses in these areas.
More specific expected learning outcomes include:
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. understanding basic concepts and scholarly debates in the fields of IR and foreign
policy

. gaining knowledge of the key actors, institutions and processes of global politics

. becoming a more informed citizen regarding important international political
challenges and issues, both contemporary and historical

The course fulfills the following general education (GE) requirements for the college:

SOCIAL SCIENCE, Human, Natural, and Economic Resources

The goal of courses in this category is to help you learn about the systematic
study of human behavior and cognition, of the structure of human societies,
cultures, and institutions; and of the processes by which individuals, groups,
and societies interact, communicate, and use human, natural, and economic
resources.

DIVERSITY, Global Studies

The goal of courses in this category is to foster an understanding of the plu-
ralistic nature of institutions, society, and culture across the world in order to
help you become an educated, productive, and principled citizen.

Course Texts

Most course readings are from the following required books, both available at the SBX
bookstore:

Karen Mingst & Ivan Arregun-Toft, Essentials of International Relations, 7th Edition
(W.W. Norton)

Karen Mingst & Jack Snyder, Essential Readings in World Politics, 6th Edition (W.W.
Norton)

Older editions of these books are not suitable. All other readings will be posted on Car-
men.
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Course Requirements and Components

Students are expected to attend every lecture, to complete all of the required readings,
and to watch or read any additional material that is posted to the Carmen site for each
week. When additional materials are posted, we will note explicitly whether they are
required or merely optional for interested students. Note that lectures will sometimes
cover material that is not in the readings, and the readings may contain material that is
not covered in the lectures. Both are critical to your success on quizzes and exams.

The required graded items are:

. Weekly Quizzes (25%)

. Midterm Exam (25%)

. Paper Assignment (25%)

. Final Exam (25%)

Lectures

To succeed in the course, it is essential to attend class and participate in the lectures.
Lecture slides will also be posted. I recommend that you have the slides in front of you
while youre listening to the lecture so that you can take notes and follow the overall
outline of the course material.

Quizzes

Weekly multiple-choice quizzes will be posted on Carmen by Thursday afternoon. The
quiz will remain available until 11:59 Sunday but can only be taken once. Each student
therefore has the freedom to watch the lecture, do the readings, and complete the quiz
at any time between Thursday and Sunday night. However, no exceptions will be made
for students who miss the quiz. The quizzes are open-book and open-note but no collab-
oration between students is permitted. Once you begin the quiz, you will have a limited
amount of time to complete it (normally 20 minutes), so you should prepare as if you
were taking an in-class quiz. Your lowest two quiz scores will be dropped.

Midterm and Final

During midterm and finals week, respectively, a midterm and a final exam will be admin-
istered in class. Both exams will be closed-note and closed-book, meaning that students
will not be allowed to access course materials when taking the exam. Both exams will
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also be time restricted — the midterm will last 60 minutes, and the final exam will last 2
hours. The exams will consist of multiple-choice and short-answer questions. The Final
Exam is not cumulative; it will cover material after the midterm. I will provide a brief
study guide for both exams.

Paper Assignment

You are required to write only one paper. The paper should be no more than four pages,
double-spaced, in 12-point font, and with margins of one inch. It should be uploaded
on Carmen. You must use a minimum of five sources for the paper and a majority must
not be websites (a source that exists in hard copy but is made available online, such as a
newspaper or journal article, does not count as a website source). All sources should be
properly cited in the text and bibliographic information provided in a Reference List at
the end of the paper (this list does not count toward the four-page limit). Any standard
format is acceptable for citations and references. All work must be your own; plagiarism
will not be tolerated. If you are unsure about the rules governing academic honesty in
written work, please ask.

You have two options for the paper – due on 11:59PM on Monday, May 29:

Option #1: International Terrorism

International Relations as a field evolved before the rise of al Qaeda and ISIS,
and most of our conceptual tools were not designed to explain the role of
transnational, non-state groups such as these. Choose one of these two groups
and explain (a) what their interests or goals are and (b) where their power or
influence comes from. How do these interests and sources of power differ from
those of states? What theoretical perspective (or perspectives) on IR are most
useful for understanding the rise and role of these groups in international se-
curity affairs?

Option #2. The Politics of Trade

International trade policy received considerable attention during the 2016 pres-
idential election campaign and continues to generate debate in the United
States. Much of the discussion has centered around the Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship (TPP), a regional trade agreement negotiated by 12 countries. Briefly de-
scribe the TPP and its important features. In the United States, who are the
main political actors and interest groups, in and outside of government, that
oppose the TPP and why? What actors and groups have supported it and why?

4



Assessment Quiz and Syllabus Quiz

During the first week, you will take a short assessment quiz to gauge the classs knowledge
about course content at the beginning of the semester. This is not graded and it does
not matter how well you do! I use it to assess what the class as a whole knows not what
individual students know. You will also take a short syllabus quiz and must receive a 70%
or greater to get credit for it. Both quizzes are required. You will have five percentage
points subtracted from your final grade if you do not complete them.

Extra Credit: Current Events Discussions

A topic for discussion will be posted each week on the Carmen Discussions forum, usually
with a link to a news article or two on a current event. You are strongly encouraged to
participate (although you will not be penalized in any way if you dont) and can earn
up to 5% extra credit on your overall grade for doing so. Your extra credits points will be
based on how often you participate but also on the quality of your contributions. A high-
quality contribution is one that does one or more of the following: it engages the question
seriously, it brings new and relevant information to the discussion, it references course
material, and/or it responds substantively to another student’s comment.

Course Policies

Attendance Policy

I have none. As an adult, you are free to attend class, blow off the course, or tutor yourself
in the course content. To be honest, I get paid whether or not you attend class, so I’ll leave
attendance up to your discretion. Isn’t it strange that higher education is the only good
or service in which the consumer (the student) pays more but expects less (from the in-
structor)? I guess that’s what higher education has in common with American healthcare
and our cable companies!

Communication and Office Hours

We will use emails and announcements on Carmen to communicate with students. Please
check Carmen frequently throughout the semester.

You should feel free to email me with any specific questions about course materials or
logistics. Please treat your email as a professional correspondence and be as clear and
specific as possible, and please include ”PS1300” somewhere in the subject line. Because
of the high enrollments and format of this course, we receive many emails and can only
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respond effectively if we understand your inquiry. I will hold weekly office hours in
Derby Hall, as indicated at the top of the syllabus. If you are unavailable during this time
period, feel free to email me to make a separate appointment.

Collaboration With Other Students

In completing the assignments, you are encouraged to interact with your colleagues.
However, sharing answers to the assignments, including online reading quizzes or ex-
ams, is strictly prohibited. If assignments are submitted that look suspiciously similar,
they will be investigated for academic misconduct (see below).

Late Assignments

Late assignments will not be accepted, unless a prior extension has been granted by the
instructor (Canvas will not accept assignments after the stated deadline on the relevant
due dates). For this reason, you are strongly encouraged to start working on your assign-
ments early, and to attend class and office hours to have questions answered promptly.

Technical Problems

It is your responsibility to ensure that you can view lecture videos and other material
posted to Carmen, and that you can use the Carmen site to take quizzes and exams,
submit papers, etc. We cannot troubleshoot technical problems for all of our students, so
you should consult the online Resource Center or contact their IT Service Desk at 8-HELP
(614-688-HELP) or 8HELP@osu.edu. If you are having a problem with Carmen, a good
first step is to try a different browser or computer.

Academic Honesty

All of the work you do in this course is expected to be your own. It is the responsibility
of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the
investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic
misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; il-
lustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection
with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct
to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code
of Student Conduct. We take this issue very seriously and will check exams and papers
for signs of misconduct. If you are unsure if your work meets the standards of academic
honesty, please consult with your TA or professor.
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Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities (including mental health, chronic or
temporary medical conditions) that have been certified by the
Office of Student Life Disability Services will be appropriately
accommodated and should inform the instructor as soon as
possible of their needs. The Office of Student Life Disability
Services is located in 098 Baker Hall, 113 W. 12th Avenue;
telephone 614-292-3307, slds@osu.edu; slds.osu.edu.

Course Schedule and Readings

Wednesday, May 10 th Course Introduction

. Complete syllabus quiz and pre-course assessment

Friday, May 12 th Conceptual Foundations of IR

. Mingst & Arreguı́n-Toft, Chapter 3

. Snyder, in Mingst & Snyder

. Mearsheimer (“Anarchy and the Struggle for Power”), in
Mingst & Snyder

. Keohane, in Mingst & Snyder

. Wendt, in Mingst & Snyder

Monday, May 15 th The International System

. Mingst & Arreguı́n-Toft, Chapter 4

. Morgenthau (“The Balance of Power”), in Mingst Snyder

. Ikenberry, in Mingst & Snyder

Wednesday, May 17 th The State

. Mingst & Arreguı́n-Toft, Chapter 5
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. Putnam, in Mingst & Snyder

. Huntington, in Mingst & Snyder

Friday, May 19 th The Individual

. Mingst & Arreguı́n-Toft, Chapter 6

. Jervis (“Hypotheses on Misperception”), in Mingst & Sny-
der

. Keren Yarhi-Milo, in Mingst & Snyder

Monday, May 22 nd War and Civil Conflict

. Mingst & Arreguı́n-Toft, Chapter 8

. Jervis (“Cooperation under the Security Dilemma”), in
Mingst & Snyder

. Schelling, in Mingst & Snyder

Wednesday, May 24 th Midterm Exam

Friday, May 26 th International Political Economy

. Mingst & Arreguı́n-Toft, Chapters 9

. Gilpin, in Mingst Snyder

. Drezner, in Mingst Snyder

Monday, May 29 th Memorial Day – No Class

. Papers due on Carmen by 11:59PM

Wednesday, May 31 st Human Rights and Humanitarian Intervention

. Mingst & Arreguı́n-Toft, Chapter 10

. Power, in Mingst & Snyder
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. Finnemore (“Changing Norms of Humanitarian Inter-
vention”) in Mingst & Snyder

Friday, June 2 nd Environmental Policy and Climate Change

. Mingst & Arreguı́n-Toft, Chapter 11

. Hardin, in Mingst & Snyder

. Thomas Bernauer and Lena Maria Schaffer, “Climate Change
Governance,” in The Oxford Handbook of Governance, 2012.

Monday, June 5 th Final Exam

. Complete post-test assessment
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